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Dear Members and Friends,
It hardly seems possible, but it’s been almost
a lifetime now since I first stepped into a pulpit to
preach. In fact, it was the second Sunday in June.
How well I remember that terrifying experience!
Shortly after I had gone to my pastor and talked with him
concerning this vague sense of calling to ministry that I was
experiencing, he suggested that I preach on MYF Sunday. By
doing that, I could get some sense of what preaching was about
and perhaps help to determine if that was the direction God was
leading me. That sounded reasonable enough, so I agreed (fools
rush in where angels fear to tread!).
As I thought about that upcoming first venture into the
realm of peaching, I asked my pastor, (Pastor Bill) who is now my
best friend in spite of the fact that he got me into this, “what
should I preach about?” With a twinkle in his eye, he replied,
“Preach about God and preach about twenty minutes. Folks come
to church to hear about God’s good news, but if you ramble on
longer than twenty minutes, you’re going to lose most of them.”
With this sage’s advice in mind, I thought about what I
would say to you from the Gospel of John 16:12-15. These four
short verses talk about the nature of God. In the calendar of the
church year, June 16, 2019 is listed as “Trinity Sunday,” a day
when we are to celebrate the Triune God, the God who is made
manifest in three persons-the Father, the Son and the Holy Spiritbut is, in essence, the One True God.
I know when we come to matters of church doctrine, the
teachings that have been handed down from generation to
generation; we’re tempted to look for easy explanations. We
want neat little analogies that will clear up all confusion, settle
the issue once and for all, and allow us to move on to the next
item on the agenda. But if you picked up this newsletter with the
expectation to have all issues concerning the Doctrine of the
Trinity resolved in this short article-you might as well get
comfortable and go ahead and drift off to sleep, or daydream, or
whatever you usually do when you read your church’s monthly
newsletter.
When I was in seminary, one of the required courses for
first year seminarians was “Basic Christian Beliefs.” I remember
that course vividly. My final grade for the course was “B”, the
only grade below “A” that I got in any of the courses I took. We
spent the better part of that semester listening to the professor
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trying to explain the Doctrine of the Trinity. To be honest with you, I understood the trinity
better before I took the course than I did afterward! (I wonder if the professor ever discovered
which one in the class left the can of “Three-in-one” oil on his desk?)
The Gospel of John, as well as the other three gospels, gives us a description of the life
and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. And according to the gospel writers, Jesus
is reported to have said something like, “If you want to know what God is like, watch me.” Saint
Matthew’s account of the Good News concludes with Jesus telling his followers to go out into the
entire world, preaching, teaching, and making disciples, baptizing them “in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Still, that doesn’t clear up all the confusion, does it?
Ralph Milton offers the following popular conceptions of God. Some will make more sense
to you than others, depending upon your life experiences. Some, I hope, will be totally
offensive:
First there is God, the Commander-in-Chief God who sits “up there,”
in the divine HQ, directing the troops down here on earth. If the infantry
gets outnumbered, General God can always bring in the Air Force (angels)
to join in the battle. General God is always totally on your side and against
“the enemy,” whoever the enemy happens to be on any given day.
Then there is God the Head Coach. If you pay attention to the
signals from the sidelines, you can’t lose! But unlike many coaches of our
day, Coach God has scruples. If you don’t play by the rules, you’ll find
yourself on the bench, or if your violation of the rules is serious enough,
you might even get suspended or kicked off the team permanently!
There is the modern version of the Clock-maker God, who is God
the Computer Programmer. This God really doesn’t care what happens to
us. Computer Programmer God set up the world, worked out all the bugs
in the program (well, most of them, anyway), booted up the system,
typed in the “run” command, and then went on to program something else. It doesn’t matter
how many bugs the software develops, Computer Programmer God is just too busy with other
projects to worry about us.
God the Rock Star is a bit of a prima donna, a very popular, flamboyant Super Star who
has lots of fans, lots of connections, and above all, lots of ego. Then, God the Kindergarten
Teacher is another popular concept.
Finally, there is God the Parent. God is a very good, very caring parent. The Parent God,
traditionally referred to as Father but sometimes also in recent years as Mother, is loving and
tender, and is familiar with all the material on how to raise children to be mature, responsible
adults. Parent God hurts when the kids make a mess of their lives. But even so, Parent God
knows that parents must allow the kids the freedom to make mistakes so that they can grow
up. The Parent God respects us and believes passionately that we can and will grow up
someday. Parent God gets very upset when the kids fight with each other or say mean things to
each other, or refuse to share things with each other.
Which description fits for you? Not any of them? Actually, any one of them – or any
combination of two or more - is a distortion, an incomplete description, isn’t it? It’s like a child’s
description of us adults as mostly kneecaps and loud voices. Even if you put them all together,
that wouldn’t be right, because there’s more to God than any definition, just as there is more to
(Continued on page 3)
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you and me than anyone else’s description could encompass.
If you ever watch planting of the sugar cane seed, it will make it clear to you what I will
say to try to help us understand a little bit about the Trinity. I don’t know if the learned
theologians of our day will agree with this analogy, but let me run it by you and see if it helps
you to understand the Trinity any better than you do now.
At the appropriate time, after the ground has been prepared, the sugar cane seed is
planted. From the seed, the ribbon cane grows. In the prime of its life, the cane is cut down and
we run it through the gristmill, which extracts the juice. The juice is then cooked to the proper
consistency, bottled and sold as molasses. Now seed, cane, and molasses are three separate
things, but they are inseparably linked, all of the same substance. The Trinity is not exactly like
that, but sort of.
When you come right down to it, the fact is that the Doctrine of the Trinity is not holy
arithmetic, but holy mystery. How can God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit be “God in three
persons,” as we sing from our hymnals? It is a mystery that lives in the infinity of God. And isn’t
that our real problem with the Doctrine of the Trinity – that we don’t understand how that could
possibly work? One of the basic human failings of the church occurs whenever we try to place
intellectual or experiential limitations on the identity of God, robbing our faith of the mystery it
needs to stay alive and growing.
Well, I hope and pray that I have provided, through the guidance and help of the Holy
Spirit, some insights into the mystery we call the Doctrine of the Trinity. Let us celebrate on
June 16, 2019 and every Lord’s Day the mystery of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, accepting it as something we will most likely never fully understand in this life. And more
importantly as we celebrate, let us invite a spiritually hungry world to the banquet table of a
God who is forever alive and active and loving. For our salvation comes not as a result of our
ability to master holy arithmetic, or memorize a creedal statement, but as a free gift through
the grace of God, which we celebrate and remember as we are baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Have a blessed summer and may God be with you and yours as you make plans and
travel and spend time in the vast outdoors with family and friends. Please don’t forget to take
time wherever you may be to find a place of worship with fellow travelers in the faith.
God bless you,

Pastor Sundar+

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org

THE BELLS GO BEYOND THE CHURCH
The EmBELLishments just completed their CHANGE THE
WORLD SUNDAY x3 Spring tour. On Sunday, May 19,
they went to Riverside. Monday they went to Genet
Elementary and played a concert for the entire
school. They completed their tour Tuesday night at
Rosewood. Now they get a very well-deserved vacation.
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WORSHIP AT FUMC IN JUNE
What are you going to wear to church on Sunday, June 9? Of course some of it
will be red, yes? The 9th is Pentecost and red is the liturgical color for this
day. Many leaders and thinkers have spoken out about this day. Here are four
of them. Mark Hart, a leader in the Catholic youth ministry, Life Teen , speaks
of it this way, “Pentecost is a celebration of God... a celebration of God's
power... a celebration of God's desire to empower us and to dwell within us.” An
English Anglican priest, John Stott says it this way, “We do not need to wait for
the Holy Spirit to come: he came on the day of Pentecost. He has never left the
church.” William Sloane Coffin, late Senior Minister at the Riverside Church in
New York City explains Pentecost this way, “Christians have no business thinking that the good
life consists mainly in not doing bad things. We have no business thinking that to do evil in this
world you have to be a Bengal tiger, when, in fact, it is enough to be a tame tabby—a nice
person but not a good one. In short, Pentecost makes it clear that nothing is so fatal to
Christianity as indifference.” And then Robert Baer, an American author and a former CIA case
officer explains Pentecost in just a few words, “Bethlehem was God with us, Calvary was God for
us, and Pentecost is God in us.” That’s June 9. Now the other Sundays in the month.
June 2 Seventh Sunday in Easter This is Confirmation Sunday when this year’s class will
reaffirm their baptismal vows for themselves. Holy Communion will also be part of morning
worship.
June 9 Pentecost It’s also Children’s Day. Our youngest Methodists will be leading us in
worship. Don’t forget to wear something RED
RED.
June 16 Trinity Sunday Sundar’s letter, starting on page 1 talks about this day. It’s Father’s
Day. It’s Peace with Justice Sunday (for more information about this day, see page 10). This
Sunday also marks the start of the summer season of worship services. We will move from the
sanctuary to the Fellowship Hall for morning worship. It’s air conditioned. You will be able to get
coffee and more before and after the service. See the “Reconciling Ministry” article on page 8 for
more information about this day in our church. Juneteenth is Wednesday, June 19.
The last two Sundays in the month are June 23 and 30. John Wesley’s birthday is June 28,
1703.
Pastor Sundar will be in the pulpit each Sunday in June, except for Children’s Day. We continue
to have an early worship service at 8:30 am Sunday morning at the Chapel in the Woods. The
service is informal and lasts about one half hour. Services also continue at Hawthorne Ridge at
1:00 pm each Sunday.
At the end of Ramadan, our Muslim neighbors will be celebrating one of their major holidays
called Eid al-Fitr or the “Festival of the Breaking of the Fast.” This year, it will be held on
Tuesday, June 4th, 2019.
Here is the lectionary for June:
June 2
June 9

Seventh Sunday in Easter Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14;
John 17:20-26
Pentecost Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-24, 35b; Romans 8:14-17;
John 14:8-17 (25-27)

June 16

Trinity Sunday

June 23

Second Sunday After Pentecost 1 Kings 19:1-15a; Psalm 42; Galatians 3:23-29;
Luke 8:26-39

June 30

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15

Third Sunday After Pentecost 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20;
Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is June 2. The confirmation
students have been working hard all year and will be confirmed
as members of the church on this day. Please come and
support them on this special day.
CHILDREN'S DAY is Sunday, June 9! It is the day that the Sunday School plans and leads the
9:30 service. The theme is “Stronger Together”; we will be celebrating the strength of the
children and adults working together. It is also Pentecost, so be sure and wear your RED
RED!

Confirmands Visit the Big Apple
On May 18 Heidi Gran, Pastor Sundar and George Herrick, accompanied
by six of this year’s confirmands plus four parents, journeyed to New
York City to visit the John Street United Methodist Church, “the oldest
Methodist congregation in the United States”. Making the trip were
Aaron Akunuru, Anisha Akunuru, Logan Bradshaw, Ian Downer, Pranav
Mogadati, and Joann Pole. Subway maps in hand, the confirmands
began their “Orienteering Game” with instructions to find the subway for
Fulton Street and then John Street Church. When we got to Fulton Street, the maps, with the
church location marked, were in one hand and in their free hands, their hand-held devices which
told them where to go next. The older generation meets the younger. The trip also included
stops at Trinity Church and cemetery, the World Trade Center site and then the American
Museum of Natural History for the planetarium show. All this before returning to Penn Station
for something to eat and the train home. Now, if you ask our confirmands to tell you something
about Barbara Heck, Captain Thomas Webb, Philip Embury, Alexander Hamilton, Robert Fulton,
Chaplain Mychal Judge or Neil deGrasse Tyson they should be able to do so. Have one of the
youth tell you why John Street UM Church was earlier called a Methodist Preaching House.

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
Can you believe it’s the end of the 2018-2019 school year. I have so many fun and special
memories that happened this past year. As we are closing up this program we have still a few
great activities.
June 1 will be the one of the busiest days around, but also the most fun. We
will be having a vendor/garage sale fair. We will be hosting our own table
selling baked goods, hot dogs and water.
June 1 at 4:00 pm we will be hosting a craft bash fundraiser. We will be
making beautiful hand made signs. This is open to the public, community and
everyone who would like to participate. There are 12 different signs to choose
from and they are $30 - you either sign up on Facebook or in the lobby, dropping off the papers
in Amber's mailbox. You do need to pre-register for this event.
June 7 Youth Group Outing! We will be going out in the town. The youth will be able to choose
ahead of time what they want to do. Friends of youth are also able to do this event. Time & Cost
will be TBD depending on what outing we decide on. (it could be a partial cost for youth that
attend youth group/full cost for friends).
June 14 Game Night All Youth
June 28 Friday Night Alive --It will be our last one until September.
Questions and/or comments? Email youthleaderamber@gmail.com or
biechmanalee@gmail.com. Or call (518) 477-9693 and leave a message for Amber.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
You are invited to a potluck dinner, fun, and games, Monday, June 3 at 6:30 pm.
The theme is red, white and blue. Weather permitting we may be outside. This event
will be held at Lorraine Beals' house, 527 Miller Road, East Greenbush. Her phone is
518-650-6695; her email is isbeals@nycapp.rr.com if you have any questions. Hope
to see you there! This will be our last get together for the Summer.
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Spring Thrift Sale, $2885 profit. There was
only 1/4 left of the stuff donated soooo, clean up was quick, we were done by 1:30.
Our custodian, Chris Chartrand, was able to get into the Fellowship Hall to mop in
record time. We had more shoppers than usual due to a Facebook posting. There were 179
shoppers Friday alone! Our youth who are going to Youth 2019 did a great job helping
shoppers and with clean up. We all thank you.
Needed - Sanctuary altar flower helpers. The UMW is responsible for the flowers on the
sanctuary altar. If you like to arrange flowers, this may be the right fit for you. We need flower
arrangers for the 9:30 am service. You may find it rewarding to look up at the altar on Sunday
morning and think, “I made that arrangement”. Anyone male or female who is interested, please
contact Patty Chartrand at pjdc560@gmail.com and I will let the chair know of your interest. The
arrangers rotate a schedule so you would not be expected to do it every week.

If anyone thought that a little rain would dampen our spirits as we went out on May 19 for our
sixth annual Change the World Sunday (CTWS), they were mistaken. Following a brief worship
service, about one hundred volunteers went out into the community to spread the love of Jesus
Christ.
Eldridge Cleaver once said “If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the
problem.”
Sometimes the problems do seem insurmountable. Homelessness, Refugees,
Loneliness, Isolation, the Environment, and Animal Abuse, to name a few. It was obvious on
May 19 that we were problem solvers!
Thanks to our energetic and dedicated project coordinators, we visited
the elderly at Van Rensselaer Manor and residents of Rosewood
Rehabilitation Center, giving them potted plants. Our Sanctuary Choir
and EmBELLishments brought beautiful music to residents of Riverside,
Hawthorne Ridge, Genet School and Rosewood. We made cards for
Veterans and toys for Jajja’s Kids in Uganda. We also constructed
wooden benches for the new RISSE (Refugee and Immigrant Support
Services of Emmaus) playground. We brought lunches to the Homeless
at Interfaith Partnership. Some of us worked in the newest church garden, The Luke Garden, a
wildlife meadow to benefit wildlife, particularly native pollinating insects. One group spent time
with our Veterans, bringing cards, afghans and quilts. Some of us visited the Humane Society in
Menands bringing food donations and learning about animal care. Many returned to church
afterward for fellowship and a delicious luncheon prepared by volunteers.
Our thanks to all who made the event possible, including Pastor Sundar Samuel and project
coordinators: Lorraine Beals, Amanda Trainor, Kevin Conley, Carrie Larson, Aleta Schweigert,
Floyd Hunt, Herb Lamb, Cynthia Reineke, Heidi Gran, Rachel Giso, Fred Henson, Karen
Terwilliger and Yvonne DeBellis. We all look forward to continuing our service to others
throughout the year bringing a message of faith, hope, love, peace and joy.
John Schmidt, CTWS Event Coordinator
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NEEDED - USHERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICES
We are compiling a list of people interested in being ushers for 9:30 am services
throughout the year. Anyone can apply, male, female, or youth. In September
there will be an orientation after a worship service to get familiar with the
sanctuary and go over safety procedures. If you are interested, let Patty
Chartrand know at pjdc560@gmail.com. For more information on ushering, check
out the following video at https://chuckknowschurch.com/archive/28usher from
“Chuck Knows Church”.

VBS: YEE HAW- Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift
Registration is now open and spots are still available for all who are
interested in “Yee Haw”, this year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS).
Register online at (www.fumceg.org/events.htm#vbs) or by filling
out the form in the Narthex.
This year we are having a weekend VBS held Friday evening
August 2, 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, dinner included for families and
volunteers; Saturday, August 3, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, lunch
included; and Sunday, August 4, a celebration during the 9:30
am service. Come be a part of worship, games, Bible stories and
purposeful crafts. Contact Rachel Giso, rgiso@fairpoint.net for more information.

SPECIAL APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE
Our Missions Ministry is partnering with Methodists in Delmar and Averill
Park to collect money for school supplies for needy young children in the
Dominican Republic. With your generous help last year, children received
backpacks and all the essential school supplies. The children were thrilled
to start their school year so well prepared. Pastor Mariana Rodriguez of
Iglesia Cristiana Emmanuel in Albany has again requested our assistance
for materials needed for this Bible Study Program in one of the poorest
sections of the Dominican Republic. If you would like to help out,
please make a check out in any amount to our church (FUMC-EG),
writing “Hispanic Ministries” in the notation section of the check, by Sunday, June 23.
Cash may be placed in an envelope marked “Hispanic Ministries”. Supplies will be purchased
with your donations and shipped by the beginning of July for the children’s program which
begins in August. Please see John Schmidt for more information. Thank you for your help.

MEAL FOR JOSEPH'S HOUSE
Our church will be providing the evening meal at Joseph's House
homeless shelter in Troy on Sunday, June 30. We will be feeding 50
people. We are seeking volunteers to help prepare burritos in our
church kitchen following the 8:30 am service and preceding the 9:30
am service, prepare dessert at home and serve the burritos at the
shelter that evening. Please contact Kevin (518-253-4907
or e.kevin.conley@gmail.com) if you have questions or would like to help.
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IT’S TIME FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Upper New York Annual Conference will meet at the ON Center in
Syracuse, June 5-8. There is much to discuss as all UMC churches
prepare for the next meeting of General Conference that will be held in
May 2020. Our Lay Member of Annual Conference, Rachel Giso, has
tossed her hat into the pool from which will be selected the Lay Members
who will represent Upper New York at that General Conference meeting.
Also planning to attend the conference in addition to Rachel will be our
pastor, Sundar Samuel and George Herrick. George will be attending as
an Equalization Member from Albany District.
In Volume 1 of the 2019 Annual Conference Journal, resident Bishop Mark J. Webb has written a
letter of welcome that includes these lines:
“The 2019 Annual Conference session will be filled with times of worship, study,
fellowship, and, of course, some important times of discernment, conversation and
decision.
“Our theme this year is Together in Prayer—Moving Beyond Our Comfort Zones. Through
all we do during our time together, we will be guided by the truth and promise that we
have been invited and fully equipped by God to accept and share in a fresh, bold way the
transforming work of God’s amazing grace in our lives and in the lives of others.
“We will be blessed to have the Rev. Dr. Vance Ross, pastor of the historic Central UMC in
Atlanta, Georgia and Dean of the Chapel of Spiritual Life at Emory University as our study
leader.”

RECONCILING MINISTRY
Come join us for Sunday morning worship on Trinity Sunday/Father’s Day, June 16 at 9:30
am. We will be moving worship from the sanctuary to the Fellowship Hall for the summer where
there will be some tables and some chairs set up. Take your pick. Coffee plus will be available
before the service. The Reconciling Ministry team will also have more edibles available following
the service. Come and get an update on the latest from our Annual Conference.
This year’s Capital Pride Parade will step off Sunday, June 9 starting at noon
from Washington Park. Delmar UMC has been taking the lead in arrangements
for our Reconciling churches and people and the parade. They will have a
banner and we are invited to join them in the line of march. If you need to ride
in the parade you should send an email ASAP to their church office to let them
know of your need. The address is churchoffice@delmarmethodist.org. More
details are available at https://www.518capitalpride.com/capital-pride-parade,
the Capital Pride Center of the Capital District website.
There is much activity going on now concerning the recent General Conference special session
and the Judicial Council decisions that have come as a result of that session. Six hundred
people were at the just-finished UMCNext Conference held in Leawood, KS. It was a “gathering
of centrist and progressive United Methodist Church leaders [who] concluded that they plan to
resist newly adopted policies that are seen as discriminatory against gay, lesbian and
transgender members, rather than break away from the global church.” On another front, the
University of Mount Union in Alliance, Ohio and Baldwin Wallace University in Berea, Ohio have
each recently voted to break their schools’ affiliation with the United Methodist Church, and Ohio
Wesleyan University in Delaware has “paused” their relationship with the church.
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HELP - NAMES OF GRADUATES NEEDED
Our church needs information on both our High School and College 2019 graduates, to
be listed in the bulletin and The Summer BELL. To help make this happen, please send a
graduate’s name(s), school(s) and information about future plans to Gail Welkley, our
Administrative Assistant AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. So that we don’t miss anyone, if you
have just a name, pass it on and we will collect the other information.

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020
YOU ARE INVITED!
How is this for an invitation? Is there anyone in our church family that could answer
this invite to General Conference 2020 (GC2020)? Could it be you? “The United
Methodist Young People’s Address is an opportunity be a witness about the church’s impact in
one’s own life and in the lives of others. It is also a chance to cast a vision for future work
together as Christ’s hands and feet in the world. This is a rare opportunity to speak directly to
thousands of people at General Conference, including over 800 voting delegates from around
the world.” If you are between the ages of 12 and 35 and an active member
of The United Methodist Church, you can apply to give a Young People’s Address at
General Conference 2020 May 5–15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. If you
have any interest in being considered for this task, speak with Pastor Sundar or
check with the church office. The deadline for applications is June 30, 2019.

GO TO GC2020 – TO WORK
Interested in being right in the middle of things at the next meeting of General
Conference and willing to help make things run smoothly? Here is one way. Serve
as volunteer marshal or page during The United Methodist Church’s 2020 General
Conference. The denomination’s top legislative assembly will meet May 5-15, 2020, in
Minneapolis. Approximately 175 volunteers are needed. Marshals are responsible for
assisting visitors and special guests in the visitor and reserved seating galleries, checking
credentials to make sure that only authorized persons are admitted to the bar of the conference
or that of legislative committees, and other duties as assigned. Pages assist delegates,
secretarial staff, bishops, members of the Judicial Council and official visitors. They also
distribute approved materials and deliver printed information.
Marshals and pages are
responsible for their expenses (travel, food, lodging, etc.). Those interested should submit
an online
application at
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=447543&
before the deadline of Wednesday, July 31, 2019. Preference will be given to applicants who
can serve throughout the entire conference. For a printed copy of the application please contact
our church office. If you have additional questions, contact David Atkinson
at GC2020@colliervilleumc.org.
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY IS JUNE 16
The Peace with Justice Committee of the Dakotas
Conference awarded a $10,000 grant to the Center
for New Americans operated by Lutheran Social
Services (LSS) of South Dakota. The funds that are
available to the Dakotas Conference are a portion
of those collected on Peace with Justice Sunday,
one of the 6 churchwide Special Sundays with
offerings.
The purpose of gifts from Peace with Justice Sunday is to fund programs that advocate for
peace and justice in the United States and around the world. These programs empower United
Methodists to speak out for removing structures and systems that harm God's children.
The LSS Center for New Americans helps refugees become self-sufficient through a variety of
services, including community orientation, case management, employment services, English
classes, citizenship classes and immigration services. Many of our Dakotas United Methodist
Churches directly support LSS as an organization that works ecumenically to address issues of
peace and justice. LSS made the request for funds after the recent Presidential Executive Order
and subsequent judicial action. There is a great deal of uncertainty about the future of refugee
resettlement in the United States, as well as the future of LSS resettlement services in South
Dakota.
More than 65 million people have been forcibly displaced worldwide. The world is currently
experiencing the greatest humanitarian crisis since World War II. Refugees who come to the
United States are among the most vetted immigrants. The comprehensive process takes 18
months to two years and involves a series of security screenings, including biographic and
biometric checks, medical screenings, forensic document testing and in-person interviews. A
refugee's identity is checked against law enforcement and intelligence databases. The
Department of Defense, National Counterterrorism Center, FBI, Department of State and
Department of Homeland Security are all involved.
When you give generously on Peace with Justice Sunday, you give The United Methodist
Church a voice in advocating for global peace and justice. Give now.
From http://www.umcgiving.org

"IT'S A GO" FOR RISSE TOGETHER PLAYGROUND PROJECT
As of mid-May, RISSE has reached 95% of its goal for funding for its
Playground Project and all but a few volunteer slots are filled! This is a
community-wide event on Saturday and Sunday, June 22 and 23 to
build a playground for Refugee and Immigration Support Services of
Emmaus [UMC] (RISSE). The Project will be a two day festival-like event.
Presently, the committee is seeking a scheduler for the musical
entertainers who have volunteered, a coordinator for youth activities
during the build and some construction volunteers for Sunday
morning. RISSE provides education as well as job, housing and other
support to refugees and immigrants. The playground will serve their afterschool and summer programs for children. Not only will the playground provide a safe place to
play, but the project signals our community's commitment to welcoming refugees and
immigrants. To volunteer or donate, please go to http://www.risse-albany.org/playground/.
Kevin Conley is coordinating the support from our church, so please let him know if you plan to
volunteer (e.kevin.conley@gmail.com, 518-253-4907).
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Have you checked the Random Act of Kindness calendar likely, posted in the
lobby next to the boiler room door? For June, I especially like the suggestion
for the 29th. Of course, you could do this any day of the month. -- GEH



Lynn Minderman’s May 26 visit was postponed. Watch for the new date.



A note on Styrofoam recycling. Shelter Enterprises would prefer that we DO NOT include
containers that have had food in them, even when cleaned. Please continue to keep all other
number 6 polystyrene for our next recycling date on September 29.



A position is still available for a part-time custodian. Contact
cwalkley@gmail.com or 518-610-5702 or the church office if interested.



Kathryn Nardacci would like to thank the many friends who called, sent cards, love, support
and good wishes during her recent illness.



Are you new to First United Methodist Church East Greenbush? You may be interested in a
history of the church from 1873-2011, written by our very own Gerry Dunn. Copies are
available for purchase in the church office.



Thanks to Heidi Gran for eleven years as our Director of Children’s Christian Education! She
will be stepping down from the position following Children’s Day, Sunday, June 9. Watch for
the Summer issue of “The BELL” for more info about the soon-to-be-vacant position.

Carol

Walkley

at

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Names are kept on the prayer list for one month. If you would like a name continued longer
than this, or if there are any additions or deletions to the list, please inform the church office.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
PRAYER LIST
All the men and women who are serving our country; Jeffrey Lee Bleser, Sandy
Cummings and Jim Cummings (Laura Clark’s brother, mother and step-dad, respectively);
Curt Damhof (husband of Rev. Sandy Damhof, Cornerstone Protestant Campus Ministry); Beth
Duncan and family (on the recent death of Beth’s mother, Judy Duncan); Claudia Emrick
(from Nellie Smith); John Gronostaj’s mother (from Patty Chartrand); Millie Ignazio (Alice
Belt); Kevin Jackson (Gail Jackson’s son); Tiffany Jackson (the Van Ornams); Janet Jukes;
Brian Moulton (Carole Moulton); Sandra Palmer (Brian Moulton’s mother); Dick Pearce;
Maria Rieben (Carol Moulton); Stephanie Romero-Suchara (Claudia Emrick’s great
granddaughter); Deb Samuel; and Joan Taylor.
IN NURSING OR ASSISTED LIVING HOMES
At Diamond Ridge, 59 Harris Rd., Troy, NY 12182:
Lois Stires
At Van Rensselaer Manor, 85 Bloomingrove Dr., Troy, NY 12180:
Tom Allen
Olive Felio (Room A-109)
Dorothy Hicks
Dick Pearce

