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Dear Members and friends, 

 Have you ever messed up? I mean, 
really, really messed up? It may have been 
fully well-intentioned or not, but the simple 
fact is that you knew you messed up and so 
did everyone else. If you have, then you have 
a slight idea of what the mood was in that 
little group of people who walked down the road that morning. 
Only a handful of them had actually been there to see what had 
happened on Friday; the rest had already fled and gone into 
hiding. As many times as those few told the story of what they 
had seen, no one could make sense of it. They spent the entire 
Sabbath day talking together, trying to answer two questions.  

 First, what had gone wrong? For the past three years they 
had heard Jesus talking about a future that was bright and good, 
a future where everyone would be valued and every person 
would be treated as a child of God. Just last week, they came into 
Jerusalem with lots of followers and big celebrations, certain that 
what Jesus had been saying was about to become reality. But…
what happened? Was Jesus wrong? Was he just another 
persuasive rebel who was able to brainwash them into following 
and believing? Were they all really that gullible? What had 
happened? And why did Judas do what he did? Did he somehow 
believe that if he forced a confrontation, Jesus would call down 
the angels from heaven right then and there? Or was Jesus just a 
con artist? Why had it ended like this? What had happened to the 
kingdom? What happened to the dream?  What had happened? 

 But it was the second question in each of their minds that 
was the more difficult and painful to answer. They realized that 
they may never understand “why” things turned out as they had, 
but they also realized that they would have to find the answer to 
this second question: What do I do now? 

 Matthew tried to answer that question. He closed his eyes 
and clearly pictured the day when he had pushed himself back 
from his desk, stood up, and walked out of the office door, never 
to return. Being a tax collector had made him a powerful man, 
well-connected and wealthy as well. He had learned to live with 
the way the “normal people” hated him, but he didn’t need to 
spend much time with the normal people anyway. He also still 
saw the looks on the faces of his former colleagues each time 
they saw him walking through town with this group of disciples 

(Continued on page 2) 
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over the next few years. He had become a joke to them. Not only had he walked away from 
their power and riches but he and his group actually argued against the very things that made 
them powerful and rich. How could he go back there again? Especially the way things had 
actually worked out, how could he ever again go home and have them look at him as anything 
other than a fool? Where would he go? What would he do? 

 Peter and the other fishermen had the same thoughts. How could they return to 
Bethsaida and Capernaum and face anyone? How could any of these guys go back home and 
explain anything? Where would they go? What would they do? 

 If anyone was facing a difficult time returning home, it was this young woman from 
Magdala, the little town on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. Scripture tells us she was a 
woman who was afflicted by severe mental illness and Jesus healed her. 

 Jesus and his little group had offered her a life she never had at home. For the past three 
years she was treated as a human being, felt valued, and actually began to believe that she was 
a child of God. Back in Magdala, on top of already being the outcast, she was now the one who 
had run off to follow the crazy preacher who got himself killed, proving her foolishness. So, 
where would she go? What would she do? 

 Perhaps that’s why Mary was the first to get up this morning 
and make her way to the tomb. She was there to perform one final 
act of kindness to the one person who had treated her with love. 
That final act was to complete the formal burial ritual by cleaning 
the broken body, anointing it with sweet smelling oils, and then 
wrapping it in the formal burial cloth. This was usually done by 
family, and to Mary, this rabbi was the only true family she knew. 

 The pain she was already feeling was compounded when she 
found that the tomb was opened, and the body was gone. Not only 
had they taken away the hope she’d nurtured during the last three 
years, but now someone had taken away the chance for the one 
final act of love she had to offer. She ran back to Peter and another 
disciple with him, telling them what had happened. We can see the 
footrace that followed as the three of them all ran to the tomb. 
Peter was the last to get there, perhaps because he had already 
given up the hope needed for a good, fast run. Over the next few 
minutes, they walked in and out of the tomb, seeing the strips of 
burial cloth and the things Mary had brought for the anointing, but 

nothing else. I try to imagine the confusion in their minds as they slowly turned and walked 
away to go…somewhere. 

 Mary was the only one who stayed behind. It wasn’t because she expected anything to 
happen. She just honestly did not know where else to go. She was as empty inside herself as 
was the tomb. The tears came. She was a strong woman and had stood up to the laughter and 
the stones. She had never bowed her head or wept. In her new life she had travelled the length 

(Continued from page 1) 
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of the country, holding her head up high as a follower of Jesus of Nazareth, believing his 
message about the value of all people. Now, all that was left were the tears. 

 We know what happened next. It’s one of the main reasons we go every Sunday morning 
to worship at our local church communities. Each gospel writer describes it differently, but in the 
next few lines Mary will remind us that we can never assume we know what God is going to do. 
She and the other disciples had it all figured out, because it was something that was known. 
When someone died, they were buried and someone would perform the anointing ritual and it 
would then be over. Those left behind would have to fend for themselves and face on their own 
whatever was to come. Any dreams that had existed would cease to exist. That was how death 
worked. But in the next moment, Mary learned that we can never assume we understand God, 
and we can never define what God is going to be and do. Any time we attempt to put God in a 
box and begin to create rules that are intended to limit freedom and life, we’re going to find that 
box empty. God does not stay in tombs or boxes. Anytime we try to limit God’s love, God will 
pop up somewhere to let us know that our limits just don’t stand. 

 My favorite image of Easter morning is not the empty tomb. As grand as that is, my 
favorite image of Easter morning is Mary’s face…covered with beads of perspiration as she raced 
through the streets heading back to find Peter and the other. It is the look in her eyes as she 
thinks about how she will tell them that it is not over, they do not have to go back to the way 
things were. They hadn’t messed up following Jesus after all.  

 It is not over! 

 May all of you and your families have a wonderful Easter!  

 He is raised! He is raised indeed! 
         Shalom, 

Pastor Sundar 

(Continued from page 2) 



THE BELL PAGE 4 

WORSHIP AT FUMC IN MARCH 
Lencten, which means "spring", is an Anglo Saxon word that today means “Lent”. These forty 
days  represent “the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 
preparing to begin his ministry.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the 
coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent was a 
time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today, Christians focus on their relationship with 
God, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of themselves for others.”  
We don’t count Sundays “because each Sunday represents a ‘mini-Easter’ and the reverent 
spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.”  This explanation is from 
The United Methodist Church website. 

Also in March, The United Methodist Church celebrates Women’s History Month. 
The theme for the celebration this year is “Nevertheless, She 
Persisted: Honoring Women Who Fight All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women.”  And one of those women is US Senator Elizabeth Warren 
from Massachusetts, a Methodist. 

March 4  - Third Sunday in Lent. The reading in this year’s Lenten devotional booklet is titled “Pray for 
Yourself When Your Need Is Great”.  Early worship is at 8:30am except for Easter Sunday. Until Palm Sunday 
these services will be held in the multi-purpose room. Pastor Samuel is away this Sunday; former pastor Dick 
Sears will lead the service. Holy Communion for March will be held on March 11. 

March 11  -  Fourth Sunday in Lent. What does St. Francis’s prayer have to say about 
peace? Be sure to read p. 26 of the Lenten Devotional booklet. 

March 18  -   Fifth Sunday in Lent. The question raised in our Lenten Devotional booklet 
this day is, “Do I try to do things for others instead of with them?” 

March 25  -  Palm Sunday. This day begins with the Early Service in the Chapel in the 
Woods (weather permitting). The Parade of the Palms to the sanctuary will begin in the parking lot at 9:15am 
and will be followed by Morning Worship at 9:30am. 

March 29  -   Maunday or Holy Thursday. The service this evening begins at 7:00pm and will include Holy 
Communion and foot washing. Everyone is invited to participate in this service. This service is followed by our 
evening prayer vigil. See page 3 for more information about the prayer vigil. 

March 30  - Good Friday. As our prayer vigil concludes at 6:45 pm we will be ready for a special Good 
Friday worship time when our Sanctuary Choir will present the cantata “Harvest of Sorrows”.  We are now 
ready for the dark time period that takes us to Easter morning. 

April 1 -   Easter. There is no early worship service today.  In its place is our Easter Sunrise 
Service at 6:30 am in the Chapel in the Woods. (weather permitting)  That is followed by Easter 
Sunday Morning Worship at both 9:30 am and at 11:00 am.  

Here is the lectionary for March: 

March 4   Third Sunday in Lent   Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

March 11  Fourth Sunday in Lent   Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; 
         John 3:14-21 

March 18  Fifth Sunday in Lent   Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10;  
              John 12:20-33 

March 25  Passion Sunday/ Palm Sunday   Liturgy of the Palms   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;  
          Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-16    
               Liturgy of the Passion   Isaiah 50:4-9a; 

    Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 

March 29  Holy/Maundy Thursday   Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;  
        1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

March 30  Holy/Good Friday   Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25;  
        John 18:1-19:42 

April 1    Easter Day   Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; I Corinthians 15:1-11;  
          John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73#epistle_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=73#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#epistle_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75#epistle_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=75#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=76
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=76#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=76#gospel_oth_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=77#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=81#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=81#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=81#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=81#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82#gospel_reading
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PRAYER VIGIL 

The Worship Committee invites you to be a part of this year’s Lenten Prayer 
Vigil from Maundy Thursday, March 29, at 8:00 p.m. to Good Friday, March 
30, at 6:45 p.m.  Join us and fill a one-half hour time slot or more for prayer 
and reflection.  More than one person can sign up per slot.  We are also looking 
for some people to be support personnel during the hours of 12:00 midnight to 
6:00 a.m. so that no one is here alone late at night.  If this is something you 
can do, please sign up also.  The sign-up poster is in the foyer along with an 
informational three-fold flyer. 

 

ORDER FLOWERS FOR EASTER 

Easter is Sunday, April 1, so now is the time to order those beautiful 
flowering potted plants to be placed in the sanctuary in honor of, or in 
remembrance of loved ones.  A sign-up sheet is in the foyer for you to 
write your order on.  You may choose from 6” Easter Lilies for $10.00 
each, or 6” Tulips for $7.00 each.  Please make checks payable to the 
UMW. Orders are due no later than Sunday, March 18, 2018.  If you 
have any questions, please call the church office at 518-477-9693. 

 

Please Save the Date! 
Sunday, May 20, 2018  9:30-12 Noon 

Our Fifth Annual 

 

SUNDAY 
Following a brief worship service, we will again go out into the community to spread God’s 

message of Love through our actions. 
                

   
    

 Create your own project 

TOGETHER WE ARE CHANGING THE WORLD!  

Daylight Saving Time Begins Sunday, March 11.  Be sure to set 

your clock ahead one hour before you go to bed Saturday night. 

 Work in the garden 
 Make a meal for the Homeless 

 Prepare lunch for our volunteers 

 Visit our Veterans, the sick or the elderly 
 Make a card to send some cheer 
 Help with some spring cleaning 
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MESSAGES FROM FORMER PASTORS AND OTHER CLERGY 

WAYNE ALBERTSON 
Member FUMC EG as a youth, later was ordained and served in West Ohio  

I was privileged to return to First UMC in East Greenbush last year for a few hours for a visit. 
Seeing the sanctuary with its memories of perhaps fifty years ago was a sustaining influence for 
me. Seeing and hearing about newness of programs, the gardens, new pastoral and lay 
leadership were even more vitalizing for me as God ever calls us forward with a faithfulness for 
the times in which we live. I am particularly grateful that FUMC is a Reconciling Congregation. 
While there, George Herrick gave me a rainbow stole from those that many of you were going to 
wear on the anniversary Sunday of your choosing to be part of the RMN. When that Sunday 
occurred, I had returned to our current church, Richfield UMC, and wore the stole to worship to 
be with you in spirit that morning. (RUMC is also a Reconciling Congregation.) After 42 years of 
service in the West Ohio Annual Conference, we have retired to the Twin Cities to be close to 
our children and grandchildren. First UMC is the anchoring community from which I responded 
to Christ's call to ordained ministry and I treasure memories, visits, and news that comes 
through The Church Bell and other forms. Soli Deo Gloria.  Wayne Albertson; 6326 12th Avenue 
South; Richfield, MN 55423; wfalbertson@gmail.com. 

RUSS SMITH   Pastor, 1978-1983 

Joyce and I send our greetings to all of you during this sacred season of Lent, in eager 
anticipation of Easter.  We treasured our time at East Greenbush.  I have been retired for nearly 
seventeen years, and we live in Clifton Park.  It is my sincere hope that the promise of 
resurrection and new life will enrich your life, not only on Easter Day, but throughout the entire 

year.            -- Russell Smith 

DICK SEARS   Pastor, 1983-1986 

GREETINGS FROM THE NORTHWEST! (Of East Greenbush, that is!) 

Things are going well in retirement so that in itself is a blessing. Jan continues to enjoy the 
creative stimulation of a writing class held every Friday at the Gloversville Senior Center and is 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of spring, so she can get started in her gardens. She just loves all 
the variety of flowers God has created to make this earth beautiful and has them planted in 7 
garden areas around and near the house. 

I continue to sing in the Racing City Chorus of Saratoga Springs and we have just completed our 
Singing Valentine program, with 4 quartets bringing love and good cheer throughout the Capital 
District. The chorus is the current Mt. Division Chorus Champions and will be preparing for 
another Division Contest the first week of May in Lake George. I am also on the Building, Vision 
and Mission team of the church, which is still working on the completion of a new church on the 
arterial on the edge of Gloversville. I am also chair of a Crowd Funding Committee and we will 
be attempting to raise the final two million dollars to complete the project. It just so happens 
the launch on the GoFundMe site is occurring tomorrow and will continue throughout the Lenten 
season, including Easter Sunday. Tomorrow the congregation will see a 19 minute video 
summarizing the last 10 years of our work to build the new church. The title is “All Glory to the 
Agape Champion: Down, but not Out.” You might want to check it out and see if you are moved 
to share a special gift to help make the new church a reality. A link is on our regular website, 
which is foothillsunitedmethodist.org. In my spare time, I have preached in two churches in the 
last two months, one the Johnstown Reformed Church and Foothills UMC, when the pastor was 
on vacation after the Christmas season was completed. The Johnstown church wants me for two 
more Sundays!! Then, coming up in a few days is a visit on the Third Sunday of Lent to preach 
at the First UMC of East Greenbush! I think you know where that is! All in all, retirement is a 
wonderful thing, whatever that means. For those who might want to contact us: E-Mail – 
djsears@nycap.rr.com or 109 Woodlawn Drive, Gloversville, NY 12078. May God continue to 
bless your ministry, especially during this Lenten season. 

Blessings in Christ, Dick and Jan Sears  
(Continued on page 7) 
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BILL COTANT     Pastor, 1993-2000 

As many of you know, we have been enjoying our retirement.  We love Florida and all that is 
available.  We have been working on our bucket list.  We DO NOT MISS THE COLD, except when 
it’s over 100 here and DO NOT MISS SHOVELING SNOW.  You can change the fact that our 
bucket list has one more check on it—- we did go to Prague, Vienna, Budapest and other 
wonderful places on our trip down the Danube last September.  We do miss East Greenbush and 
all our friends.  We send our love and prayers to all, especially to those who have lost loved 
ones in the past year. 
 

MARI CLARK      Pastor, 2006-2009 
Hi Everyone!  
Andy and I are enjoying retirement in Burlington, VT.  We live close to our kids and 5 grandkids 
and it doesn't get better than that!  Its been a very cold winter and we are both looking forward 
to a warmer spring. We also live next to one of the many bike paths in Burlington, and within 
walking distance of the beautiful Lake Champlain.  However, it occurs to me that wherever we 
live, people of faith are faced with the same challenges.  During Lent we look at all the ways we 
stray from the path.  And then comes Easter and a chance to do it again, only better this time. 
Our faith gives us an authentic way out.....feed the hungry, clothe and shelter the homeless, 
and welcome the stranger.  I often think about our time together in East Greenbush and some 
of the creative, inspiring worship services we did together and the many ways you responded to 
God's call for action.  This Easter season I hope you can continue to find ways to keep your faith 
alive.          Blessings and Love, Mari 
 

DENISE (DILLON) STRINGER   Associate Pastor, 1984-85 

I am one-fingered now, in terms of typing, as I broke my right wrist...so...I cannot [send much 
to] you now.  My apologies...  Keep on serving as long as life allows.  May you find a sense of 
the Spirit's abiding Presence as encouragement along your way. I do. 

Fondly yours, Denise  
 

Note:  The above six responses are in answer to a request sent to all our former pastors and to others 
who have entered the ministry from our church.  Our thanks to those who have sent us their thoughts. 

 

 

EDUCATION MINISTRIES  

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PRETZEL SUNDAY is March 4.  It is the day that the Sunday School makes pretzels in 
celebration of Lent. It a favorite day of the Sunday School! Please arrive closer to 9:15 a.m. so 
we can get some pretzels in the oven for coffee hour!  Don’t wear your best Sunday clothes! 

PALM SUNDAY is March 25. The Sunday School is celebrating with a palm 
parade, the Easter story, games and snacks!  

There will be an EASTER EGG HUNT on March 25 for babies - 5th graders after 
services. Please meet in the Fellowship Hall. The egg hunt will be outside, weather 
permitting.  

There is NO Sunday School on April 1, Easter Sunday. 

The CONFIRMATION CLASS has been very busy!  During class time, they burned 
the palms to make ashes that were used for the Ash Wednesday service. Before the service, the 
confirmands and their families had dinner together in the Fellowship Hall.   The students 
continue to attend the services at the Riverside Nursing Home the first Sunday of each month, 
and in March, they will be making dinner two times at the Interfaith Partnership for the 
Homeless. Phew! What a busy crew! 

(Continued from page 6) 
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UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved with Super Bowl Subs. With 
your help we were able to raise $500. That’s right!!  

Senior High 

March 2 is a scheduled game night. I have noticed that we have a few youth in the upcoming   
play "Cinderella". March 2 we will be going to their play and then going out for ice cream after. 
The play costs $12.00 for a student and $15.00 for an adult. The show will be at Columbia High 
School. I would like to meet by the auditorium entrance around 6:45 am. The youth group will 
pay for everyone's ice cream after the show. 

March 11 Senior High will be having a youth meeting after church 11:00 am - 1:00pm.  Lunch 
will be served. 

March 16 is a scheduled game night. I have noticed that we have a few youth in the upcoming 
play "Peter Pan Jr.". March 16 we will be going to their play and then going out for ice cream 
after. The play costs $8.00 for a student and $10.00 for an adult. The show will be at Columbia 
High School. I would like to meet by the auditorium entrance around 6:45 am. The youth group 
will pay for everyone's ice cream after the show. 

March 25 we will be going to Shaker High School to see the play our UMYF member “KK” is in. 
Please stay tuned for details. 

March 29-30 Lenten Lock-in. This will be Supervised by Heidi.  Please let me know if you’re 
able to help out in any way. 

Junior High 

Junior High Students are welcome to come to any of the plays above. 

March 18 10:30-12:30 pm Youth Group and Lunch -- Youth Group will be starting the last few 
minutes of Sunday School. 

All Youth 

DCYM Event at Skye Farm March 23 -24.   More Details to come. 

By March 11 I will need to know if your child would like to attend OUTWORD! 2018 on April 13
-15. There will be a $20.00 deposit to hold your youth's spot. The total cost for OUTWORD! 
2018 will be $40.00 per youth. What is OUTWORD! 2018? Outword! 2018 is a youth event put 
on by youth for youth (with adult supervision of course). We stay in a hotel from Friday, April 
13 - Sunday April 15th. OUTWARD! 2018 will incorporate opportunities 
for hands-on mission work into the schedule for the event. We hope this 
new focus will help youth and adults build community among themselves 
and reach out to the world around us in helpful ways. OUTWARD! 2018 
will also feature those things we have known and loved at Spring Youth 
Gatherings – interesting and fun workshops and late-night options, spirit-
filled worship experiences, and an awesome band. The band SAMECITY (last year’s band) will be 
back this year! Our worship speaker is Michael Jordan, Dean of the Chapel at Houghton College. 
The CCYM is excited to welcome you to OUTWARD! 2018. Registration for the event opened in 
mid-February. Watch this space for more details on the worship speaker, band, workshops, and 
late-night options. http://www.unyumc.org/ministries/ccym 

Have a blessed day, 

Amber Biechman, Youth Leader 

  

 
 
 

 

A MARCH CHALLENGE: WHO WAS MARGARET SHURCLIFF? 
Click on the following link: https://chuckknowschurch.com/archive?tid=3, then scroll down and 
play Episode 49.  She was…??  Margaret Shurcliff was born Margaret Nichols in 1879... 

http://www.unyumc.org/ministries/ccym
https://chuckknowschurch.com/archive?tid=3
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Our next meeting is March 5 at 7:00pm in room 16.  Fran Berger is acting president this month 
and will lead the meeting.  All are invited to attend. 

March 16 is the St. Patrick's Day Coffee House. The UMW hosts with coffee and treats.  We 
could use help with serving and goodies for this event. 

The Thrift Sale is coming up sooner than we would like to think.   Keep these dates open:   

   March 25  Thrift Sale team meeting after the service 
 April 29  Thrift Sale set-up 
 May 4-5  Thrift Sale 

We are in need of help with set-up of tables after church on Sunday, April 29, and especially 
with clean up on Saturday, May 5.  There were so many people helping last fall that cleanup 
was completed in record time.  Let us see that kind of Fellowship again.  

The Library has books out on the table with Lent and Easter themes.  I am currently doing an 
inventory so if you have any books out let me know.  Hopefully I will have the inventory done 
by April and any books that are discarded can be looked through and picked up before the Thrift 
Sale. 

Bulletin Board - remember to ask yourself what you are grateful for during the 
Lenten Season. 

 

 

FOUR IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS 

 Reminder note, Vacation Bible School, "SHIPWRECKED Rescued by 
Jesus!" is scheduled for July 30 to August 3.  Make sure the dates are on your 
calendar for the children in your family. 

 The World Council of Churches (WCC) invites applications of church
-engaged youth to undertake an internship with the council at the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva in 2018.  "The WCC Internship Programme offers 

an opportunity for member churches to help realize the objectives of the World Council of 
Churches ... Through the participation of young people who are already actively involved in their 
churches, the programme's overarching goal is to strengthen church and ecumenical relations 
among member churches as well as to create benefits for young people through capacity 
building, ecumenical formation, international and multicultural exposure, among other 
things,"   If you or a youth you know may be interested in this internship, see Pastor Sundar 
ASAP for questions and more information.  The application deadline is Thursday, March 15. 

 Albany District, in collaboration with Adirondack, Mohawk, and Oneonta Districts, will be 
offering Certified Lay Minister training beginning in April with a deadline for registration on 
Monday, March 26, 2018.  Who is a Certified Lay Minister?  From the Book of Discipline,  "...a 
certified lay servant...who is called and equipped to conduct public worship, care for the 
congregation, assist in program leadership, develop new and existing faith communities, preach 
the Word, lead small groups, or establish community outreach ministries as part of a ministry 
team with the supervision and support of a clergyperson. "  For more information, contact our 
church office without delay. 

 Plan now for a great experience at one of Upper New York Camp and Retreat Ministry sites 
this summer.  Camp registration is now open.  For more information go to the following 
link:  http://campsandrtreats.org/summer-camp-2018/ or call our church office for more 
information.  Some scholarship money is available from our church for summer camp.  And if 
you go to Skye Farm this summer you may meet some of the older youth and adults from our 
church serving in both paid and volunteer staff positions. 

http://campsandretreats.org/summer-camp-2018/
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ECO-FAIR 
Don't miss the Eco-Fair on March 18 following the morning service.  Fellow church members 
have prepared presentations on a number of environmental subjects and will be standing by to 
answer your questions. Displays will include:  

- Where do you donate furnishings and furniture that are in good condition? 

- Test your single-stream recycling IQ 

- Composting your way to garden success 

- Responsible disposal of Styrofoam 

- The perils of plastic bags and good alternatives 

- Invasive Species 101 - How to avoid making a bad “infestment” 

- Transformation of Recycled Goods 

 

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS TAKE NOTE 
Knitting Mission Group will meet Monday, March 12, 10:00 am or 6:30 pm in 
Room 16. 

Afghans for VA Hospital, tiny blankets and hats for preemie babies, red scarves 
for foster care college kids, “Hatsgiving” for children with cancer, and ……..  Join 
us to share ideas and teach anyone interested in learning to knit or crochet. 
Donations of yarn would be appreciated too. A soft, warm, handmade gift 
shows that we care and support others. We have a supply of knitted shawls 
available for anyone to give or receive.  If you know someone who may need a 
snuggle please take one.  Contact Aleta Schweigert 518-479-3182 with any 
questions or suggestions. 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY COFFEE HOUSE 
“Come one, come all” to the St. Patrick’s Day Coffee House on Friday the 16th of 
March.  Festivities start at 7:00 p m at the First United Methodist Church in East 
Greenbush.  Dance, song, poems and stories abound as do delicious treats and a 
fabulous audience.  Hope to see you there ! 

 

RE: THE BELL’S ASSIGNMENT FOR FEBRUARY 
Last month’s assignment was to pick one the “18 ways to be more United Methodist in ‘18” 
and tell us how you fulfilled or planned to fulfill the suggestion. Here are the responses: 

 I plan to read the bible every day during Lent.”  -- Kevin Conley  

 After reading the article "18 ways to be more United Methodist" I chose a new volunteer 
experience. I attended a Mooncatcher Bee. This project makes washable reusable menstrual 
pads for girls throughout the world so they can remain in school during their periods.  There 
were between 25 and 30 women volunteering by sewing, cutting, tracing patterns, and 
ironing. It was a rewarding experience that I would do again. You do not need sewing 
experience to help out. If you are interested in more information you can contact Ellie von 

Wellsheim at ellie@mooncatcher.org.                                             -- Janet Schmidt 

 I send church bulletins weekly to three members (two are shut-ins, one lives out of the 
area), send cards occasionally to other older members, attend the monthly service at 
Riverside Rehabilitation Center, and recently sent Valentines to the 20 or so residents who 
regularly attend our service. I joined the Lenten book study. I enjoy a shared meal -- Lenten 
luncheons! I try to give generously to number of organizations. I contact legislators on the 
state and national level several times a year and will be attending Library Advocacy Day at 
the New York State Legislature on February 28. As for joining committees, I think there are 

one or two (or more?!) at church and a couple out in the community.        -- Jean Sheviak 
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HELP  WANTED! 
The first meeting of the Caring Ministry teams was held on February 15.  Groups represented 
included Ecumenical & Interreligious Concerns, Coffee House, Missions & Social Responsibility, 
Family Support, Eco-Team, Knitting Group, Goff Garden, Reconciling Ministries, United 
Methodist Women, and Membership & Evangelism.  Teams shared their purpose, future plans, 
projects, events and any assistance they requested.  The following chart shows the assistance in 
the next few months that our teams would like help with.  If you can help, please see the 
contact person listed.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

JANET DOUGLASS WAS SPEAKER 

On January 28, Janet Douglass, Volunteer Coordinator from Joseph's House 
and Shelter described services to the homeless to persons assembled in 
Fellowship Hall following the morning service. Last year, 1,062 homeless 
persons from Rensselaer County received services at Joseph's House and 
Shelter. The program serves individuals and families with children. It is the 
only shelter in the County serving the overflow homeless population during 
Code Blue season when temperatures fall below 32 degrees. Every available 
space in the emergency shelter is occupied on Code Blue nights and an 
overflow population is sheltered in Troy churches with the help of volunteers. 
Ms. Douglass described some of the many paths to homelessness, including 
substance use, mental illness, loss of employment, family disruption and 
eviction. Ms. Douglass described the services provided by volunteers, such as meal preparation 
and serving, donations of linens, toiletries or snacks for after-school, socialization and 
recreation. 

Team Assistance Requested Contact Person 

Ecumenical & Interreligious 
Concerns 

Participation in Capital Area 
Council of Churches 

George Herrick 

Knitting Group Handicrafters & Yarn Aleta Schweigert 

Goff Garden 
Planting during Change the 

World Sunday May 20 
Aleta Schweigert 

Reconciling Ministries People to make stoles George Herrick 

Membership & Evangelism Help with Senior Lunches Mary McIntosh, Sue Lemka 

UMW Help with Lenten Lunches K.  Van Buren, P. Chartrand 

Family Support Ministry Financial donation Carrie Larson 

Coffee House Kitchen Help Carrie Larson 

Eco-Team 
Attendance at Eco-Fair 
March 18 after church 

Kevin Conley 

  

Missions & Social Responsibility 
Joseph’s House Meals, 

Change the World Sunday 
Participation 

Kevin Conley, John Schmidt 
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ENDOWMENT FUND 
                                                       2017 Annual Report 

The Endowment Fund of the First United Methodist Church provides an 
opportunity for members and friends to insure that the ministry and missions of 
the Church continue now and in the future.  Gifts to the Endowment Fund are 
intended to be in addition to regular giving by Church members. 

Since its inception in 1996, $134,388.62 has been given to the Endowment Fund. 
$3,501.16 was added in 2017 and is included in the above total.  The $3,501.16 
was allocated as follows: $3,426.16 to the General Fund and $75 to the Music and 

Worship Fund. This year’s gifts were given by seven people and the estate of Ruth Hurr.  They 
were given in memory of Eva Link, David Smith, George Haight and George Burnett. 

The total value of the Endowment Funds on December 31, 2017 was $179,640.28.  Of that 
total, $117,463.83 was in the General Fund, $50,011.98 was in the Music and Worship Fund, 
and $12,060.21 was in the Education Fund. 

For the year 2017, the Endowment Funds generated interest and dividends of $7,706.93.  Of 
that amount, $4,970.64 derived from the General Fund, $2,118.42 derived from the Music and 
Worship Fund and $618.35 from the Education Fund.  These funds are transferred to the Church 
at the end of January, 2018 and are held in separate accounts pending action of the Church 
Council.  In the last 21 years, the Endowment Funds have contributed $75,158.28 toward the 
ministry and missions of our Church. 

Current members of the Endowment Committee are Carl Eno, Kirsten Downer, Marshall Wagner, 
Sundar Samuel and John Peterson. ex officio members, Richard Daniels financial consultant, and 
Peter Larson, Chair.  The Committee is in need of three additional members. 

On behalf of the Committee and the Church, we thank all those who donated to the Endowment 
Fund during 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Peter F. Larson, Chair 

 

NYSCOC NOMINATIONS DUE 

The New York State Council of Churches (NYSCOC) is now accepting nominations of people who 
have distinguished themselves in these categories: Chaplaincy, Christian Formation and Liturgy, 
Ecumenism, and Social Witness. The deadline for nominations is Monday, March 5. Awards will 
be presented at their awards dinner on Thursday, May 3. Contact our church office for more 
details. 

 

 

CANTUS Discovery of Sight 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church 

603 State Street 

Schenectady, NY 

www.fumcschenectady.org 

518-374-4403 

The concert is free of charge and all are welcome One of the world’s premier men’s a 

cappella vocal ensembles. 

http://www.fumcschenectady.org



