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Dear Members and Friends,
Greetings to you and yours as we all
return to our regular routines of work, school
and retirement activities. In The Letter to the
Hebrews, chapter 11:1-13, we read about
“the footsteps of the faithful.”
According to the writer of Hebrews,
there are two or three things about faith that
you and I ought to know. Faith is our ability
to see. It is a set of eyes through which we see the world and it is
a set of glasses through which we perceive the reality of the
world. Faith is a way of seeing.
The writer of Hebrews writes, by faith Noah built an Ark
and Abraham fathered a son. John Wesley formed a movement
called Methodists, Frances Asbury came to America, graduating
seniors built a chapel in the woods for worship services. So, we
ask ourselves, by faith, what are we going to do for the sake of
those who come behind us? For some, faith is invisible and
impossible, to others it is some far-out idea and then some talk
about having blind faith. The faith I have in mind for you today is
not blind. I will not ask you to do something that is against your
good judgement or your good reason. I believe faith is seeing
fully and it is not a pipe dream. I have in mind what the writer of
Hebrews said about faith centuries ago. Faith is being sure of
what you hope for and being certain of what you do not see. By
faith, we board a plane, drive a car, visit a doctor, come to
church, start a family, and invest in the future. Our entire life is
lived by faith. Faith is a set of eyes through which we see the
world, but it is also something more. Faith is the courage to act
on what we see. Faith is the action we take, faith is the move we
make and faith is the ability to see it, but it also the courage to
act upon it; faith is the determination to endure.
There are times in our lives and also in the corporate life of
the church when situations come that challenge us to live by
faith, to courageously act with determination and endurance in
the various ministries that we see God calling us to do. The year
2018 has been a difficult year for us to meet all our financial
obligations, to support all our ministries to the full extent. Many
of you have been very generous in your financial support
throughout the year and you have even given over-and-above
your promised tithe for 2018. I am grateful to God for each one
of you and thank you with a sincere heart for your generosity.
(Continued on page 2)
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It is amazing to hear how people who attend churches view their tithes and offerings to
their local churches. I recently looked at hundreds of comments on this issue on a blog. The
attitudes in which people gave were easily divided into two categories which I want to share
with you for your edification. The two categories are church giving and
church dues. In simplest terms, church giving is an act where the
member lets go of the funds with no reservations. He or she truly
gives the money to God through the church. Church dues, though,
have strings attached. They are not as much gifts as they are
membership dues to receive certain rights and perks.
Church giving gifts are given with a heart of gratitude and never
speak of the funds as “my money.” The giver has zero expectation of
personal benefits from the church in exchange for the funds because
the individual views the giving as part of his or her walk of discipleship with Jesus Christ. The
giver gives with joy and seeks no recognition, plaques, or naming privileges for the funds. If the
giver has any regrets about the funds, it is that he or she really wants to give more. The giver
considers the funds as “first fruits.” They are the first amounts taken out of paychecks and
other sources of income (Exodus 23: 19).
Church dues are funds viewed as membership dues with entitlement benefits and the
giver loves recognition for the funds donated. The donor withholds funds when something does
not go his or her way. Indeed, the person will often attempt to persuade others to do the same.
Money is almost always given with expectations. It is “my money.” Funds are often given from
what is left over rather than first fruits (Malachi 1: 13-14). The donor sees money as a right to
determine church spending without regard for the rest of the membership. These donors love to
give designated funds since they have more control over “my money.” Giving to the church is a
source of pride for the donor.
I want to take this opportunity to inform you that on Sunday October 14, 2018 our
stewardship campaign for 2019 will begin. I am extending an invitation to all of you to come
and be part of the worship services during which time our various ministries will be highlighted
in celebration of thanks to God for the promise of providing all the resources for us to faithfully
carry out God’s ministries through our wonderful church.
I am also excited to report to you that beginning October 14, 2018 we are extending our
weekly worship ministry to Hawthorne Ridge, a senior living center. Please come and join us if
you are able at 1:00pm in the afternoon.
May God bless you and yours as you enjoy the beautiful fall season!
Peace and Grace,
Pastor Sundar

Our Annual Church Conference will be held here at our church
on Sunday, November 11 at 10:45am.
A visiting elder will be with us to conduct the meeting.
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WORSHIP AT FUMC FOR OCTOBER
As mornings begin to turn crisp, days shorten, and we flip the pages of the calendar to October,
it's time to get ready for fall. Along with the change of month comes change in the worship
schedule in our church. Look below for information about a new youth lead service and a new
weekly service at Hawthorne Ridge. Pastor Sundar will be preaching each Sunday in October.
The first Sunday of the month, October 7, is World Communion Sunday. Christians of many
faiths around the world will be participating in this event, one effort at promoting Christian
unity. Turn to page 6 for more information about a special offering on this Sunday. A highlight
of the service on October 14 will be information on stewardship in our church. Across
Methodism many churches will celebrate Laity Sunday on October 21. Our special Sunday(s)
with Lay leadership will be held later in the year. Watch for dates. Sunday, October 28 will be
Reformation Sunday. Some Methodist sources suggest talking with members of a local Lutheran
congregation to better understand the meaning of this Sunday. Also that Sunday, come to
church and then be a part of the Reconciling Ministry Brunch.
Early worship services will continue in the Chapel in the Woods as long as the weather is warm
enough, after that we will move inside. The theme for the services in October is "Rejoice! The
River Is Here". Join us at 8:30am for the one-half hour service.
We will lead the worship service at Riverside Nursing Home on Sunday, October 7 at 2:00
p.m. and at Rosewood Rehabilitation Center on Tuesday, October 23 at 2:00 p.m.
Here is the lectionary and the Early Service message titles for the month of October:
October 7 Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26 or Psalm 25;
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
Early Service: “Stepping into the Stream”
October 14 Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost Job 23: 1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15;
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
“Diving Deeper”
October 21 Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost Job 38:1-7 (34-41);
Psalm 104:1-9,24,35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
“The Compassionate Christ”
October 28 Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22);
Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
“The Forgiving Christ”

EXCITING ADDITIONS TO OUR WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE!
YOUTH LEAD WORSHIP SERVICE BEGINS
Friday Night Alive will be a worship service every 4th Friday of the month from
7:00pm-7:30pm. This will be a youth/young adult run service open to anyone who
would like to come. The first one will be Friday, September 28th and the theme is
“Breakfast”. Please come to praise the Lord with the youth.

HAWTHORNE RIDGE PLANS WEEKLY “ON SITE” SERVICE
In response to a number of requests, Sunday, October 14 will be the first on-site worship
service at Hawthorne Ridge. The services, planned for about forty-five minutes
in length, will be held each Sunday at 1:00pm. Pastor Sundar and Deb will be
giving their time to lead these services, but they do need some support. If you
are interested in doing part of a service, as our Liturgist does at our 9:30am
regular worship service, speak to Pastor Sundar to volunteer. If you might like
to deliver the message on a Sunday, speak to Pastor Sundar. If you are willing
to attend the service, meet and greet those attending and help to serve Holy
Communion, speak to Pastor Sundar. Volunteers will help make this new venture a success.
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WORDS FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE
A request: The worship committee is asking all people with Sunday morning
announcements to please send them to Gail in the church office by Wednesday
before the date you need the item announced. She can place it in the bulletin
for your convenience.
Sundar will also take announcements up to that
Wednesday, so he can include them in his announcement time during the
worship service. Urgent announcements will be accepted by Sundar after
Wednesdays. We appreciate your help in this matter!
Look for our TODAY’S EVENTS bulletin board coming to the foyer in October. Meetings, room
numbers, times and names can be placed on that spot to highlight your event that day. We
continue to look for ways to keep our time together on Sunday mornings filled with worship.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONFIRMATION CLASS (that’s them on the left) began on
Sunday, September 23. We have 7 confirmation students this
year. Please keep the students and teachers in your prayers
as they begin this journey together.
The CHRISTMAS MUSICAL we will be performing this year
is The Secret of Snowflake County. It is one we have done
before, it is fun! Mark your calendars, the show is December 15 and 16, both shows at
4:00pm.
Our Super Sunday on October 7 will be BEAKERS, BUBBLES AND THE BIBLE. It will be a
science Sunday. We are looking for a few volunteers to conduct experiments. All experiments
and supplies will be provided! Please see Heidi if you are interested in helping!

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
The youth are fund raising for Youth2019. We are taking donations with
nominations to Flock (Pink Flamingos) someone's yard. If you don't want the
flamingos to end up in your yard you can purchase flocking insurance to keep them
out. Flocking insurance is donation based as well. Nominate someone to be flocked
today or buy your flocking insurance by seeing Amber.
Senior High Events
Friday, October 5 - Senior High Game Night from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Sunday, October 21 - Senior High Meeting from 11:00 am -1:00 pm. Lunch
will be provided.
Junior High Events
Sunday, October 7 - Junior High Meeting 11:30 am - 1:30 pm. Lunch will be provided.
Friday, October 19 - Junior High Game night from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
All Youth
Sunday, October 7 - Planning meeting for October’s Friday Night Alive,
11:00am-11:30am
Friday, October 26 - Friday Night Alive service, 7:00 pm - 7:30 pm. Game night follows
for all youth, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Mark your Calendars. The Roast Beef Dinner is Saturday, November 3rd and I would like to
see the youth help out this year like we did last year. We can be waitresses and waiters.
Also, Saturday, November 10th will be an all day District Youth Fall Gathering! It's going to
be awesome.
If you have any questions please email me at youthleaderamber@gmail.com.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The monthly meeting of the United Methodist Women will be on Monday, October 1 at 7:00
pm in Room 16. All women of the church are invited to attend. We are a small group of women
and would love it if we could grow our numbers. Our meetings last only about an hour and a
half. Won’t you please join us? If you have any questions about what our mission is please see
Patty Chartrand, Kathy Van Buren or Karen Terwilliger.
Cluck, Cluck – On Saturday, October 13, BROOKS’ BAR-B-Q will once again be preparing our
Chicken Barbecue. They will be cooking onsite this year. The menu is ½chicken dinner which includes potato, roll, butter, BROOKS’ famous coleslaw
and a brownie. Also available is a ½-chicken only if you prefer. The price is
$12.00 for the dinner and $7.00 for chicken only. Serving will be 4:00 pm to
6:00 pm. For reservations please call the church office at 518-477-9693.
The UMW is requesting members of the congregation donate brownies for our barbecue.
A sign-up sheet will be on the table in the foyer. Brownies should be cut 3” x 3” and wrapped
in plastic wrap. They may be brought in to the church kitchen on Saturday morning.

FAMILY ASSISTANCE MINISTRY
Our church’s Family Assistance Ministry, formerly known as the Long Term Family Assistance
Fund, has helped 16 individuals in 5 families from our congregation over the past 5 years.
During times of unasked for crises that impacts income and the ability to pay for medicine, food,
gas, heat and life’s necessities, we have extended a helping hand.
Currently, we are serving 3 families during difficult times. Please consider giving to this
ministry critical to the lives of church members. Make a check payable to FUMC, Family
Assistance Ministry or make a cash donation to FAM. Thank you for your much needed help.

URGENT NEED - WILL YOU HELP?
“Upper New York Mission Central HUB urgently needs flood buckets. According to Mike Block,
UNY Director of Missional Engagement, and Joe Auslander, UNY Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator, warehouse flood bucket contents are limited, and help is critical at this time,
especially during hurricane season.” This according to a press release from our Annual
Conference. In response, Sue Calyer has agreed to head up a mission for our church to pack
and send off flood buckets to help fill the need. Sunday, November 18 has been tentatively
scheduled as the date for us to pack our buckets. For more details, what we need to buy or
donate for the buckets, how to support the need, and dates and times for this project, watch
the Sunday Worship Memo, the Sunday bulletin and next month’s issue of the Church BELL.

SPRC NOTES A STAFF CHANGE, WITH THANKS
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Staff Relations Committee wants
to give a HUGE thank you to Zarina Khan for caring for our youngest
church members in our Nursery. As of October 1st, the Nursery will
be a parent-supervised space. The Nursery will still be available to all
our members, but will no longer be staffed by a church employee.

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED
On October 17 the Membership and Evangelism Committee will once
again host a Senior Lunch in Fellowship Hall at 12:00 noon. Delectable
cuisine will be prepared by very talented chefs on this committee. If you
would like to attend please contact Mary McIntosh at 518-479-2746 or
Sue Lemka at 518-477-9875.
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 7
“Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified people face financial
obstacles that hinder them from preparing for the vocation God has given
them, especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students who will be
the first generation in their families to attend college, or for those people
of color who haven't historically had access to resources that make higher
education possible, the road toward education has often been unwieldy.
“What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus' affirmation of the full dignity and
God-given potential of all women and men—especially those who've historically been assigned
to the world's margins? On World Communion Sunday your giving helps to provide scholarships
for national and international graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.
“As a small child Mary Grace Galapon labored as a housemaid in exchange for food and clothing.
Yet, allowed to attend church, she found hope. As a member of The United Methodist Church,
your giving on World Communion Sunday has allowed this deaconess, of the Mindanao
Philippines Annual Conference, to pursue an education that is now changing her community as
she works to eliminate poverty. Mary Grace's work, and the impact of hundreds more like her,
are possible because you give. . .
“Nelson Mandela said, "Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the
world."” Please give generously on World Communion Sunday to make education and vocational
training possible for more students like Mary Grace.

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Financial Commitment Campaign for 2019 will begin on Sunday, October 14
and end on Sunday, November 4. A letter discussing the Campaign and a pledge
card will be mailed to you in the beginning of October. The Finance Committee will
be available after morning worship on Sunday, October 28 to answer any questions
regarding the Church’s finances or the Financial Commitment Campaign. Please
keep the Finance Committee and the Campaign in your prayers.
As a reminder, our Church offers online giving. You can use online giving to make a
one-time gift or a reoccurring gift on a weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly or
annual basis. You can also use online giving to make gifts for special missions, Memorials or the
Endowment funds. Please go to the church website at www.fumceg.org for more information or
to set up your online giving.

FLOWERS, BUTTERFLIES AND BIRDS
The Memorial Gardens (Courtyard, Island, Gilligan Road Sign, Hayes Road
Sign, and Fellowship Hall Entrance) and various other informal plantings
(Enhanced Wild Flower, Sunday School Entrance and the Chapel) on our
church property have many butterflies and birds amongst the beautiful
flowers and plantings.
Now that it is Fall and the flowers are enjoying the dwindling days of
sunshine and warmth we will be putting the gardens to bed. This is done continuously, as
weather permits. It entails work such as cutting down the summer perennial, annuals, removal
of any remaining weeds and using the remaining mulch to reduce future ones from appearing –
as well as – lightening the work needed in the Spring/Summer to keep the church gardens and
planting areas looking their very best all year long.
Everyone is welcome (seasoned and newbie gardeners alike) to enjoy the peaceful, beautiful
garden therapy experience by helping (one time or as needed). If interested, please contact
Linda Marschner (518-479-5702) or lindamarschner@yahoo.com.
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RECONCILING MINISTRY TEAM
Here is a reminder of two events mentioned in more detail in last month’s Church BELL.
First, “Come join a discussion on Sunday, September 30 from 4:00pm-6:00pm and/or
Sunday, October 14 from 4:00pm-6:00pm as our Reconciling Ministry team facilitates a
conversation about the Commission on a Way Forward report and the future of our
church.” [Come to both discussions if possible.] One of the best ways to get ready for those
conversations is to at least scan over the commission report. It is on-line at:
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/news_and_statements/
documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf. (Type as http://
s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/news_and_statements/
documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf)
Even if you don’t have time to get ready, come anyway. Many know very little about the report
or the up-coming special session of General Conference. All are invited to bring their
thoughts, concerns and questions to the conversation.
Second, remember the Sunday “no reservation, no ticket” Brunch planned for October 28
after church. Come and be a part of this time of fellowship and sharing.

2018 THANKSGIVING DINNER
Carrie and Peter Larson and their family invite you to come to their 4th annual
Thanksgiving Dinner. Come and share Thanksgiving dinner with family and
friends on Thursday, the 22nd of November at 2:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Turkey, mashed potato squash and all the traditional goodies will be served…hope
to see you there. Please contact either Carrie or Peter to let them know that
would like to participate in this wonderful holiday gathering.

THANK YOU FROM THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC!
Last July, after receiving your very generous donations for school supplies for children living in
poverty in the Dominican Republic, boxes of supplies were mailed to the children. We have
received word that the supplies were delivered and the children are so grateful! In a rural area
outside of Santo Domingo where anything brand new is seldom seen, this is a good reminder of
how much we take for granted here in our land of plenty. Thank you from the Missions Ministry.

Don’t forget...Saturday, October 13...BROOKS’ BAR-B-Q!
Half-chicken dinner $12.00
Half-chicken only $7.00

Dinner includes potato, roll, butter, Brooks famous coleslaw and a brownie

Serving 4:00pm - 6:00pm. For reservations, call the church office at 518-477-9693
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WELCOME BACK, LYNN!
Lynn Minderman of Qholaqhoe Mountain Connections (QMC) will present
an update on the progress in Lesotho, Africa on
Sunday, October 14, 2018 10:45 AM.
Please join us!

Want to find an answer to that statement? You are new
to The United Methodist Church, or you have been here for
a while and already have some answers but still have more
questions. Either way, here is a FREE online short course
that has many answers.
Go to this link: https://
www.umctraining.org/product?catalog=What-It-Means-tobe-United-Methodist for more information and to sign-up.
There are four modules in the course and each takes about
an hour to complete. That’s not too much time to get many
questions answered. By the end of this course, you will be able to: identify the structure of The
United Methodist Church, identify the historical roots and beliefs of United Methodists and
identify the growth and core principles of Modern Methodism.

2018 CROP WALK - CASTLETON
Please plan to join us on the Castleton CROP Walk on Sunday, October 21st. As reported by
Adam Smedberg when he visited our church on September 16th, the Castleton
CROP Walk has run for 34 years and has raised $107,000! One-quarter of all
funds will be directed to the Anchor Food Pantry and Thrift Store in Castleton.
Three-quarters of the funds help support the work of Church World Service
(CWS) and its partners for hunger relief and development projects in the U.S
and around the world. Walkers may register at www.crophungerwalk.org/
castletonny or may register with Kevin Conley (518-253-4907). Walkers ask
friends and families to support them either with an on-line contribution or
check payable to "CWS/CROP." On the day of the walk, we will meet at
Emmanuel Reformed Church, 1150 Maple Hill Road, Castleton at noon for a light lunch, songs, a
blessing, and some pictures and then ride in our cars 2-3 miles to The Anchor on Boltwood
Avenue. The 1 mile walk and the 3.3 mile walk follow the same route for a while. Let's make the
2018 Walk the best ever! If you cannot join the walk yourself, please support a walker. Every
contribution helps bring some relief to those in need.

KEY DATES TO SAVE
Mark your calendar now before you forget for any of the following dates that are important to
you. Be sure to check the Sunday worship bulletins just in case there are any last minute
changes. Not all church calendar dates are included on this list.
SEPTEMBER
Sep 28 & 29 (Fri & Sat) Fall Thrift Sale
Sep 28 (Fri)
1st Friday Night Alive – Youth lead contemporary worship service
(continues each 4th Friday of the month)
st
Sep 30 (Sun)
1 discussion/conversation on the Way Forward document
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

OCTOBER
Oct 10 (Wed)
Oct 13 (Sat)
Oct 14 (Sun)
Oct 14 (Sun)
Oct 21 (Sun)
Oct 28 (Sun)
NOVEMBER
Nov 3 (Sat)
Nov 16 (Fri)
Nov 22 (Thu)

Capital Area Council of Churches Awards Dinner
BROOKS BAR-B-Q
1st Worship Service at Hawthorne Ridge (continues each Sunday
afternoon)
2nd discussion/conversation on the Way Forward document
Dinner for new & prospective members
Reconciling Ministry Brunch
UMW Roast Beef Dinner
Thanksgiving Coffee House
Thanksgiving Dinner at the church with the Larsons

